Diagnosis of leprosy in Victoria--a non-endemic area of Australia.
There have been at least 70 cases of leprosy in Victoria since 1950; the occurrence of 40 of these in the last seven years indicates that the disease is no longer rare in this State. The diagnosis was delayed in most patients, the average period of time between development of symptoms and diagnosis being 28 months. The most common presentations among these patients emphasize the point that a diagnosis of leprosy should be considered in patients who are suffering either from chronic skin diseases which are atypical and have not responded to therapy, of from localized disturbances of skin sensation.